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1. Cruikshank, George. Original pencil on paper drawing. Mounted and browned. 
Captioned in ink in Cruikshank’s hand on the verso (with additional pencil notations). 
Provenance - Pencil notation on the mount states “Ex. Coll. G.[erald] Reitlinger”. 
Re i t l inger was an a r t h i s to r ian , pa in te r and co l lec tor.  See h t tp : / /
jameelcentre.ashmolean.org/collection/6/671.   

The drawing itself shows a raucous household scene - an evidently inebriated jolly man 
sitting on a table, tankard in one hand, tavern pipe in the other, being scolded by a 
woman, while the cat and dog are fighting, and 6 unattended children are up to no good. 
Also a bird in a cage.   

The verso contains a number of largely illegible scrawling. "Lazy Scamp!", "right end of life 
is to live and be jolly", and "jolly nose bright rubies" among other phrases, the latter being 
from Ainsworth's Jack Sheppard which Cruikshank illustrated.  See Cohn 11.

$525

Original George Cruikshank Drawing



2. [Brackenridge,Henry Marie].  Sketches of the Life and Character of Patrick Henry.  
Front board detached, rear almost. Some foxing and browning to pages. Text block solid; 
all edges marbled. As is consistent with an attempt to abridge a 400+ page book, it 
includes a plethora of ink annotations in Brackenridge's hand.

A unique item, it appears that H.M. Brackenridge (writer, lawyer, Whig Congressman) 
attempted to abridge the 7th edition of Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry. While Brackenridge 
had numerous other books published, the abridgment of Life of Henry does not appear to 
have ever been published per a review of Worldcat.   

$350

Unpublished Abridgment of Wirt’s Life of Patrick Henry



3. Milner, John Rev. Treatise on the Ecclesiastical Architecture of England . . . .  J. Taylor, 
Architectural Library, London, 1811. First edition. Plate ten bound as frontis, remaining 
nine engraved plates bound at rear; with publisher’s catalogue bound at rear. Uncut in 
publisher’s boards with paper spine label. Minor foxing, some to plates, damp staining to 
boards. Very good. Armorial bookplate of Thomas Fitzherbert, Esq. (Hazlitt, pg. 75; Hardy 
pg. 152-53). Small 4to.  [10], xix, [1], 135pp., [1, advert.], plates 1-9, [12, catalogue].  
Lowndes, pg. 1266; BAL, Early Printed Books, no. 2148; Sir John Soane's Museum 
Collection Online Ref. 2800.

This treatise was published to support Milner’s claim that Gothic, or pointed, architecture 
originated in England from the intersection of circular arches, an idea which he first 
expressed in 1798. The instant work specifically refuted G.D. Whittington's 1809 thesis 
that the Gothic arrived in France before its appearance in England.

$400

Early Treatise on English Gothic Architecture in Scarce Publisher’s Paper Boards



4. Flavius Josephus; Karl Rössing. Die Belagerung und Erstürmung Jerusalems. Mit 49 O. 
C. Recht Verlag, Munich, 1923. Vellum curling and somewhat grubby, pages browned, and 
small prior owner bookplates to flyleaf. 8vo; [6], 176pp., [4]. Very good.

Scarce limited edition of 200; Nos. 1-40 bound in full vellum, Nos. 41-100 bound in half-
leather, and 101-200 bound in paper. This copy is #3. RBH reflects two sales as auction, 
one vellum bound. OCLC reflects 12 copies overall held in institutions as of May 2020. 
Schreckenberg pg. 185.

The colophon states that this was the first hand press printing by O. C. Recht and Orchis 
Verlag Munich, performed in the book workshop of Dr. Noether & Co. peeled off on the 
hand press. The titles, initials, and closing pieces were cut by Karl Rössing and printed 
from the original wooden blocks.

$450

One of 40 Copies Bound in Vellum



5. Kelmscott Press. 1 June 1896 Advertising Circular.

Kelmscott Press advertising circular issued four months prior to Morris's death. Features The 
Well at the World's End as the lead advertised item. More curiously, this circular advertises 
"A Catalogue of the Collection of Woodcut Books, Early Printed Book & Manuscripts, at 
Kelmscott House, with Notes by William Morris," one of several Kelmscott works that were 
abandoned.
 
Very good with two pin holes through pages. Folded quire, as issued. Peterson C44.

$150

Kelmscott Press Ephemera



About us:

Nelson Rare Books buys and sells rare and antiquarian books, manuscripts, and ephemera online and by mail 
from our offices in historic Haddonfield, New Jersey. 

 

We focus on 19th and early 20th century British and American literature, Gothic Revival, architecture, private 
press books, and commonplace books, friendship albums, and scrap books and manuscripts.  We also handle 
association copies and authors’ copies.

We are members of the Independent Online Booksellers’ Association (IOBA), and are bound by their ethical 
guidelines.  Doug Nelson is also a member of the Bibliographical Society of America,  Ephemera Society of 
America, Rare Book and Manuscript Section of the American Library Association, the Philobiblon Club, and the 
Ticknor Society. 

How to Order:

Please contact us at +1 (609) 474-0640, on Twitter @antiquarian, or doug@nelsonrarebooks.com.  Purchases 
may be made online at www.nelsonrarebooks.com.  All books subject to prior sale.  Please confirm the 
availability of each item via phone or email prior to sending payment.

Payment Methods:

We accept major credit cards, cash, domestic check, and wire.  Please note that all checks and wires are 
subject to hold while funds clear.  We are also able to accommodate most institutional requests for extended 
payment terms. Dealer reciprocal discount provided.  New Jersey residents must add 6.625% sales tax.

Shipping:

Domestic purchases will be shipped via USPS at a rate of $5 for media mail, $12 for priority mail, or at cost for 
UPS/FedEx.  An additional charge may be necessary for oversized or multiple items.  Our total liability is limited 
to refund of the purchase price.  Arrangements for other shipping methods, or for international shipping, must 
be made by contacting us and will be billed at cost. 

Return Policy:

All items may be returned for any reason provided the buyer contacts us within fourteen (14) days of the receipt 
of the item and book is returned insured and in the original condition.

Note on Worldcat, OCLC, COPAC, and other library references:

While references to the numbers of copies on Worldcat, OCLC, COPAC, and the like are useful as a general 
gauge of scarcity, library holdings change regularly and/or are inaccurate, and as such cannot be relied upon 
with precision.  Same are for information purposes only.

We Buy Books:

Especially first, signed, unusual, etc., editions of Mrs. Gaskell, William Morris, John Ruskin, Sir Walter Scott, the 
Rossettis, Wilkie Collins, Trollope, Pre-Raphaelites, the Romantics, and the like.  Books from the libraries' of the 
aforementioned and Dickens, Browning, Bronte, Eliot, Tennyson, Wilde, Carlyle, Twain, Thackeray, etc.  Books 
from the families of the aforementioned.  And finally books from, about, and relating to the gothic revival, 
gothic architecture, and gothic novels.

https://www.twitter.com/antiquarian
mailto:doug@nelsonrarebooks.com
http://www.nelsonrarebooks.com

